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1 Norms reference data: Indicates which NWEA norming 
study your report data draws upon.

Growth comparison period: The two terms for which you 
wish to receive student growth data.

Weeks of instruction: The number of instructional 
weeks before testing, as set by your school or district 
administrator.

Optional grouping: You may choose to view results by 
gender or ethnicity. If your district submitted a program file, 
you may also view summary results by special program.

Small group display: Summary groups of fewer than 10 
students will display when you select this option while 
generating reports.

Percentile: The percentage of students in the NWEA 
national norm sample for a grade and subject area that a 
given student’s score (or group of students’ mean score) 
equaled or exceeded. Percentile range is computed by 
identifying the percentile ranks of the low and high ends 
of the RIT score range (see annotation 13).

Conditional growth percentile: (also referred to as 
“growth percentile”) The conditional growth index (see 
annotation 31) translated into national percentile rankings 
for growth.

Tips and tricks
Adjustable quadrants: You can change the numbers in 
these two boxes to define your own quadrants. 
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13 RIT score range: A range of RIT scores defined by the 
student’s RIT score plus and minus one standard error of 
measurement. If the student took the test again relatively 
soon, you could expect their score to fall within this range 
about 68% of the time.

Percentile: The percentage of students in the NWEA 
national norm sample for a grade and subject area that a 
given student’s score (or group of students’ mean score) 
equaled or exceeded. Percentile range is computed by 
identifying the percentile ranks of the low and high ends 
of the RIT score range (see annotation 13).

Projected RIT score or RIT projection: The predicted future 
score for a student who makes typical growth, based on 
NWEA national growth norms. Projections take into account 
the student’s initial score, grade level, and time between tests.

Projected growth, growth projection, or typical growth: The 
change in RIT score that about half of US students will make 
over time, based on student growth norms. The student’s 
initial score plus projected growth equals projected RIT. The 
Student Growth Summary report shows grade-level growth 
projections, which are based on school growth norms.

Observed growth or RIT growth: The change in a student’s 
RIT score during the growth comparison period. On the 
Student Growth Summary report, observed growth is the 
end-term mean RIT minus the start-term mean RIT.

Observed growth standard error: Amount of measurement 
error associated with observed term-to-term growth. If the 
student could be tested again over the same period with 
comparable tests, there would be about a 68% chance that 
growth would fall within a range defined by the term-to-
term growth, plus or minus the standard error.

Growth index: The difference between observed and 
projected growth. A zero indicates the student met 
projection exactly. Do not use this index to compare 
performance between students; use the conditional 
growth index (see annotation 31) instead.

Met projected growth: Indicates Yes if the student’s 
term-to-term growth equaled or exceeded the growth 
projection and No if growth was less than projected. 
A ‡ means that the difference between the student’s 
observed and projected growth is less than the observed 
growth standard error.

Conditional growth index: This index allows for 
growth comparisons between students. It incorporates 
conditions that affect growth, including weeks of 
instruction before testing and students’ starting RIT 
scores. A value of zero corresponds to mean growth, 
indicating growth matched projection. 

Conditional growth percentile: (also referred to as “growth 
percentile”) The conditional growth index (see annotation 
31) translated into national percentile rankings for growth.

Tips and tricks
Color coding: The color next to the student’s name helps 
you identify what quadrant they are in. 
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