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WHAT I WISH MY 
ADMINISTRATOR 
KNEW ABOUT 
REACH



1.  What is REACH?
2.  REACH website and resources
3.  New Student Screenings
4.  REACH MAP  vs. NWEA MAP
5.  Accommodations vs. modifications
6.  Your role in public school testing referrals
7.  504 Plans & Private Schools
8.  Discussion/application

Agenda



Handout - Ten Things Teachers Should Know About 
REACH 



NAD Teacher Survey   
 681 teachers reported having at least 1- 4 students with the following needs:

   Percent of Teachers         Student Challenges:

   20%  Physical 

   52%      Speech/language

   57% Math 

   64% Processing

   66%  Reading 

   67%  ADHD,  Emotional/Behavioral

   39%  Students with IEP's



The REACH mission:

•  To create inclusive schools

•  To provide tools for the regular educator 
to meet the needs of students

•  To serve as a resource for helping teachers 
feel more equipped to work with all types 
of learners



reach.adventisteducation.org

▪Website
▪Downloadable Manual

NAD REACH Advisory Committee contributes to content and updates

Representation from every NAD Union 



reach.adventisteducation.org



reach.adventisteducation.org



REACH PROCESS

Identify learner characteristics
↓↓

Do some assessments to determine st. needs
↓↓

Locate appropriate strategies
↓↓

Collaborate with parents, REACH specialist, and other 
professionals to try accommodations

↓↓
Document using a Measured Action Plan (MAP) 

↓↓
If needed, refer student for public school or private testing

                  

      



1.   REACH was created for general ed teachers
2.   Use the checklists
3.   Collaborate with colleagues and families
4.   Create a plan and track student progress

I DON’T HAVE A SPECIAL ED DEGREE…



AREAS OF STRUGGLE

▪Reading
▪Math
▪Writing
▪Sustaining attention
▪Behavior/self-regulation/mental health
▪Social skills
▪Sensory Processing
▪Autism Spectrum Disorder



READING 
DIFFICULTIES



     



 

• Student does not like to read orally in 
class

• Lacks phonics skills for decoding
• Has difficulty comprehending what is 

read
• Loses place while reading
• Difficulty with new vocabulary

READING CHARACTERISTICS





REACH 
MANUAL

p. 52 – 84  
Printable 
checklists



 

1. Do not ask student to read orally in class, unless they  
practice in advance

2. Have student read comprehension questions before 
reading a passage

3. Teach with a Structured Phonics Program (SOR)

➢ Phonemic Awareness - Heggerty.org
➢ Saxon Phonics – Heinneman (K-2)
➢ Unlocking the Reading Code by Trish Martin (K-8)
➢ Fundations – Wilson Language (K-3)
➢ Secret Stories - Katie Garner (K-6)

READING STRATEGIES



___luff

___evway

___ommack

s___imper

___ustled

___asmeric

Spelling – Use c or k? Rule
Use c if followed by 

a
o
u
consonant

Use k if followed by
e
i
y

c

c

c

c

k

k



ge or dge or j

ge after long vowel huge, cage, sage

dge after short vowel judge, budge, badge

j at beginning or middle; English words do not end with j
use ge or dge at end

What is the purpose of e after g for “j” sound?

manage manageable
package packaged

replace replaceable



4. Provide supports - Franklin Speller, NCR Paper, 
Reading Pen

5. Learning Ally - Audio Textbook- MP3 files
6. Understanding Dyslexia: A Guide for Educators 

video 
http://reach.adventisteducation.org/what-every-t
eacher-should-know/understanding-dyslexia/

ADDITIONAL READING STRATEGIES



MATH 
DIFFICULTIES





 MATH CHALLENGES 

• Memorizing math facts
• Solving word problems
• Sequences of steps
• Written organization to solve problems
• Fractions/decimals
• Money/Measurement concepts (time & space)



POTENTIAL BARRIERS TO 
LEARNING…

✓ Working memory 

✓ Attention

✓ Processing speed

✓ Language processing

✓ Vocabulary knowledge

✓ Concept formation



GROWTH 
MINDSET

FIXED 
MINDSET

vs

Carol Dweck



GROWTH MINDSET RESULTS IN… 

* Significantly more academic gains

* Makes mistakes more comfortable

* More mistakes result in significantly more learning 
and ultimately more success over the lifetime 

Dr. Jo Boaler, Stanford University



Building the “Roads”



MATH STRATEGIES
• Teach key words & math vocabulary

• Build conceptual understanding with 
manipulatives & activities first! 

• Build basic fact knowledge  - don’t give up on 
memorizing!

• TimesTales.com
• Rhymes-n-Times
• Kim Sutton math fact fluency - Drills to 

Thrill
• Marcy Cook Math



• Provide immediate feedback as much as possible! 
•Whiteboard practice, do 3 then check with me,
  

• Graph paper for written organization

• Build basic skills over time - weave in continual practice 

• Technology – ALEKS Math, IXL, Khan Academy, Splashlearn, 
Youcubed.org

•  Try open-ended math tasks to build interest and confidence 
(www.youcubed.org)  Show how math applies to real life! 

MATH STRATEGIES

http://www.youcubed.org/




WHAT IS A MAP (MEASURABLE ACTION 
PLAN)

• Documentation 
• Tracking Progress
• Communication tool for parents and other 

professionals
• Pre-referral Intervention documentation
• Response to Intervention - (RTI) Tiered 

Intervention



MAP FORM







Purpose is Documenting Student 
Support Systems

Never diagnosing

Use descriptive language with families and on 
report cards - never labels

challenge to stay focused & complete assignments
needs many opportunities to wiggle and move
difficulty remembering letter sounds even with lots of practice
difficulty with pencil grip for writing



Accommodations vs. 
Modifications – 

Pacific Union Ed Code p. C 
16-114

Accommodations change “how”

Modifications change “what”



Accommodations
• Extra time on tests or assignments
• Do odd or even numbers
• Listen to passage read (audio books)
• Allow student to answer test questions orally
• Grade on content, not spelling

Modifications
• Alternative math curriculum (different grade level to match 

skills)
• Reduce the number of spelling words from 20 to 10
• Reduce content student will be required to learn
 

Examples



New student - No assessment scores or report cards available.
Use New Student Interview form 
Do some form of assessment before committing to grade placement. 

Check age & birthdate
WRAT 4 or 5   (gr. 3-12) 
Informal Reading Inventory
Writing sample – a paragraph on topic of choice
San Diego Quick Reading Assessment (free  K-12)

Gesell Developmental Observation – K-2

Be proactive to place in correct grade from the start

NEW STUDENTS - WHAT DO YOU DO?



▪Pre-K 4 years old by Sept. 1  
▪Kindergarten 5 years old by Sept. 1 
▪First Grade 6 years old by Sept. 1

Check birthdays! 

New StudentScreenings



New Student Screenings
WRAT 5 - Wide Range Achievement Test

Grades 3-12
Decoding & Comprehension
Calculation
Spelling

Standard Scores & Grade Equivalency

45 min. 



New Student Screenings 
✔ K-2 Gesell Developmental Observation

Provides insight of developmental age compared to 
chronological age (45 min.)  Helps confirm readiness and 
developmentally appropriate curriculum

✔ Informal reading inventory to find reading level
instructional 
independent
frustration 

✔ Writing Sample – paragraph on topic of choice



Student Screenings 
NWEA MAP New Student Screener

• Use online MAP Test to screen unenrolled students

• There is also a Dyslexia Screener in MAP Reading Fluency
     
     Will flag skills for targeted 
     instruction and practice



New Student with IEP

Use New Student Interview Form with Family
If honest and share IEP check 3 things:

1. Primary and or Secondary Disability – p. 1
2. Learning Goals
3. % of time in GE and Sp. Ed. and types of services









SDA Schools Not Required to Implement IEP

Can use IEP to create a MAP or accommodation plan

*504 Accommodation Plan is Civil Rights Document 
- Private schools need to provide minor reasonable 
accommodations



Link to REACH 
Resource Handout 

Topics include:
REACH
Assessment tools
Reading
Math



MORE TEACHER FRIENDLY READING 
ASSESSMENTS

Downloadable and Free online 

✔ San Diego Quick Reading Assessment   (K-11)

✔ CORE Phonics Survey  (K-12) 

✔ Heggerty Phoneme Awareness Screening  (K-3)  Heggerty.org



IDEA Federal Sp. Ed. Law - Child Find

District must 
LOCATE
EVALUATE
IDENTIFY

any child with a disability in their jurisdiction

✔ Parents must request testing
✔ School must show evidence of interventions tried (MAP)

Referring for Public School Evaluation



Yearly Consultation Meeting with Public 
School District
✔ SELPA Office of local public school district hosts meeting

✔ Meets requirements of IDEA to consult with private schools on 
yearly basis

✔ Look for invitation letter from SELPA Office

✔ Great way to connect with SELPA representatives and other private 
schools in your area.  Make connections for stronger partnership 
with public schools.

✔ Opportunity to have a voice in how sped funding is spent based on 
student needs.



Link to REACH Resource 
Handout 

Topics include:
REACH
Reading
Assessment tools
Math



Summary – 
Ten Things Teachers Should Know About REACH 





NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION
Thank you for your leadership and 
investing in Adventist Education!



REACH Shop Talk Questions

1. Share how your school uses an accommodation form or the MAP form to document 
accommodations for students with learning challenges? Discuss effectiveness and/or 
challenges. 

2. Where do you keep accommodation or MAP forms in your building? Cum folders? Special Ed 
file for students?  Is there a confidential file for any student with special education paperwork? 

3. How can you share the REACH website and resources with your teachers? 

4. What new student screenings does your school use? 

5. Share whether your school uses NWEA MAP as a student screening and usefulness of results for 
guiding grade placement of new students.

6. Does someone from your school attend the district yearly consultation meeting as a 
representative from the private schools?

7. How do you use an IEP to help determine your school’s honest ability to accept a student? Is 
there an annual review process for students with more significant needs to determine whether 
they should continue at your school?  


