
My Favorite Things ShopTalk 
(Facilitator: Rondi Aastrup Reynolds) 

 
These are the main things that were shared in the first “Favorite Things” session.  There 
wasn’t enough time to go through everything that everyone brought, unfortunately.  We 
have so many good ideas!  We should share more often than once every 6 years!!! 
 

 Spiritual Journey Map.  Read Pilgrim’s Progress.  Using Christian’s journey as inspiration, 
create a map/graphic that depicts your spiritual journey, pinpointing people, places, 
events that helped or hindered you in your journey. (Rondi Aastrup Reynolds, 
Thunderbird) 

 Speed dating about books.  Read a book in a month.  Write down title, genre, pages, 
accelerated reader points.  What they like about it.  Line up in two lines.  Try to convince 
the people across from them what they like about the book and to read it.  Move own 
the line.  Decide which one they like the best and that’s their next book.  “Book Talk.” 
(Anita Ojeda, Holbrook) 

 Netgalley.com.  You can get a free account.  Read books before they come out.  Choose 
what you want.  Leave a note for the publisher to let them know if you might use it in 
your classroom and how.  They don’t limit you for number.  Ebooks.   

o Massacre at Sand Creek 

 Roll playing.  Students respond well.  Children in Literature (Huck Finn, Great 
Expectations, Lord of the Flies, etc.).  Talk show host.  Prepare some questions for the 
survivor of the plane crash (LOTF).  Cold Turkey, kids come up and play the characters.  
The moderator knows, but the class doesn’t.  They play their parts well.  Studio 
audience is the rest of the class. (Doug Jones, Andrews). (Anita has done this with 
Beowulf) 

 For an Honors class.  The Prince.  Do a mini research paper arguing for or against.  
Compare it to some aspect of the war on terrorism.  Debate about it too. (Bruce 
Yingling, Rio Lindo) 

 Pick the events that define you to write about.  Works well with ESL students. 

http://netgalley.com/

